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Welcome to New Life Presbyterian Church 

 
 
Dear Visitor, 
 

Welcome! It is a joy and privilege to gather this morning to worship God together. 
Here at New Life, we are a small part of the worldwide, multi-ethnic, multi-generational, 
multi-cultural body of Christ. Although we are Presbyterian and Reformed, our identity is 
found not in what makes us distinct, but in what makes us united: we belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is not only our Maker; He is our Savior.  If you have put your hope and trust 
in Him, we welcome you as a brother or sister. It is in Him that we have New Life!  
 

If you are here this morning and do not know what you think about Jesus, or about 
the claims of the Bible, we are delighted that you have chosen to join us for the morning. 
We hope and trust that you will experience a warm welcome, regardless of your religious 
convictions. We are a community of those who have experienced the embrace of God, 
through Jesus Christ. It is our goal to show that love to all who are around us. Please know 
that I personally would welcome your thoughts and perspectives on anything you observe 
this morning. 
  
May the grace and peace of Christ be with you all! 
 
Joyfully, 
 
Pastor Erik Swanson 
 
 
P.S.  Jesus welcomed children in worship, and so do we! Having said that, here are some                       

additional options for parents: 
+ There is a staffed nursery, off the fellowship hall, for children ages 0-4. 
+ A private “nursing moms” alcove is available in the nursery. 
+ Classroom 1 is a “Wiggle Room” for parents who desire a place to be with their 

children who need to wiggle while still being able to watch the livestream. 
 
 
 
Please be aware that we livestream our services. 
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Worshiping God 
May 17, 2026 

 
Reflection 
 

 Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see. – Christian Bovee 
 
 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 
      and kind in all his works. – Psalm 145:17

Welcome and Announcements             Pastor Erik Swanson 
 
Prelude     

 
Call to Worship – Psalm 24:7-10             Pastor Justin Kleiner  
 

 Leader:  Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 All:  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
   that the King of glory may come in. 
 Leader: Who is this King of glory? 
 All:  The LORD, strong and mighty, 
   The LORD, mighty in battle! 
 Leader:  Lift up your heads, O gates!  
 All:  And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
   that the King of glory may come in. 
 Leader: Who is this King of glory? 
 All:  The LORD of hosts, 
   he is the King of glory! 
    
Prayer of Praise 
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Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
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His Mercy Is More 
 

Verse 1 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Chorus 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Verse 2 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Chorus 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Verse 3 
What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Chorus 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
(REPEAT) 
 
“His Mercy is More” words and music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa 
© 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs, Getty Music Publishing, Love Your Enemies Publishing, Messenger Hymns 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Affirmation of Faith – the Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
      the Father almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      begotten from the Father before all ages, 
           God from God, 
           Light from Light, 
           true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made; 
      of the same essence as the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
           he came down from heaven; 
           he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
           and was made human. 
           He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; 
           he suffered and was buried. 
           The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. 
           He ascended to heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again with glory 
           to judge the living and the dead. 
           His kingdom will never end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord, the giver of life. 
      He proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
      He spoke through the prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
      We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 
      and to life in the world to come. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Isaiah 54:1-10                    Kiel Reese 
  

 Reader: This is the word of the LORD.   
 All:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer of Confession  
 

 Our mighty God, we come to you only by virtue of Jesus’s name. Were it not for his 
blood, we would find no place before you. There is an infinite distance between your 
holiness and us, your sinful creatures. Your purity and perfection forbid our access-
except through your Son. So we come to you by his perfection, which has been given 
to us through his death and resurrection. 

 Lord God, your beauty overwhelms us. We long to dwell in your temple and behold 
that splendor. Our hearts are drawn to you. We desire your presence. Our souls thirst 
for you. 

 Our joyous confession is that you are light and life and joy. We believe that you are 
good, we believe that you are merciful, we believe that you are gracious, we affirm 
your steadfast love, and we believe that you are unchangeable in all these things.  

 And, Father, in confessing you as the holy God of all perfection, we see ourselves for 
what we are, and we humbly confess our sins in the silence of the following 
moments, trusting in Christ’s blood alone for forgiveness… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness – Ephesians 5:25b-27 
 

 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might 
be holy and without blemish.  
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How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

 
“How Deep The Father’s Love For Us” words and music by Stuart Townend 
© 1995 Thankyou Music 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Prayers of the People  
 
Prayer for Graduates                               Jonas Dekker, Cindy Kieru 
             
Missions Moment         Holly Wirt
                           
Offering 
The offering allows friends and members of our church to express their faith in God’s Word, and to support 
the extension of that Word in our community and in the world.

Doxology: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
Amen 

 
Scripture:
 

 Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
 
 Titus 3:1-11 
3 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every 
good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect 
courtesy toward all people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves 
to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 
hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is trustworthy, and I want you 
to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote 
themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. 9 But avoid 
foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are 
unprofitable and worthless. 10 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and 
then twice, have nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and 
sinful; he is self-condemned. 
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Sermon: Kindness                 Pastor Erik Swanson 
 
Series: The Fruit of the Spirit 

Sermon Notes 
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Celebration of the LORD’s Supper 
New Life Church invites all baptized Christians who are members of Christ’s church to join us in this feast of 
bread and wine. The inner circle of cups contains red wine and the outer circle of cups contains white grape 
juice. If you are unable to consume wheat, gluten-free crackers are available.  

 
Prayer  
 
Words of Institution – from 1 Corinthians 11 

 

Minister:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All:  Christ has died. 
       Christ is risen. 
       Christ will come again. 

 
Communing Together 
The elders and deacons will serve you in your seats. Please hold the elements so that we can partake together 
after all have been served. Use the extra time during communion for prayer and reflection. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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Mighty to Save 
 

Verse 1 
Ev’ryone needs compassion 
Love that's never failing 
Let mercy fall on me 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness 
The kindness of a Savior 
The hope of nations 
 
Chorus  
Savior He can move the mountains 
My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 
Forever Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 
 
Verse 2 
So take me as You find me 
All my fears and failures 
Fill my life again 
I give my life to follow 
Ev’rything I believe in 
Now I surrender 
 
Chorus 
Savior He can move the mountains 
My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 
Forever Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 
 

Bridge 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
Jesus 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
 
Chorus 2x 
Savior He can move the mountains 
My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 
Forever Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 
 
Bridge 2x 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
Jesus 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
 
“Mighty To Save” words and music by Ben Fielding, Reuben 
Morgan 
© 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Benediction – 2 John 3 
 

 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ 
 the Father's Son, in truth and love. 
 

The Sending 
 

 Minister:  Go in peace, to love and serve the LORD. 
 All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
 

** Would you like to pray with someone today about a need? Following the service a 
PRAYER TEAM member is available to pray with you. Find them up front to the right of  
the platform.**  

 

This Week at New Life 
 

Date Time Event Location 

Sun. 5/17 9:00 am Sunday School for All Ages Classrooms 

Sun. 5/17 10:00 am Corporate Worship Sanctuary 

Sun. 5/17 11:30 am Inquirers’ Class Classroom 1 

Sun. 5/17 6:00 pm Community Groups Members’ Homes 

Sun. 5/17 6:00 pm Young Adults Dinner Grim Home 

M. 5/18 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study Aquarium 

Tu. 5/19 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study Zoom 

W. 5/20 9:00 am Moms + Fellowship Hall 

W. 5/20 9:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study Classroom 1 

W. 5/20 7:00 pm Youth Discipleship Classroom 1 

W. 5/20 7:00 pm Music Team Rehearsal Sanctuary 

Sun. 5/24 9:00 am Sunday School for All Ages Classrooms 

Sun. 5/24 10:00 am Corporate Worship Sanctuary 

 
Church Financial Summary  

 

Category Budget Actual 

Year to Date 2026 $166,250.00 $166,906.84 

Week of 5/10/26 $8,750.00 $6,810.39 
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Announcements 
 

❖ Moms+:  We will begin our summer schedule on Wed. May 27. All women and their 

children are welcome. Because location varies due to weather, please contact Joy 

Swanson at to be added to the GroupMeet messages. 

❖ Church-Wide Summer Fellowship Events: 

➢ May 31: Church-wide picnic. Sign up in the foyer to bring food to share. Arrive by 

4pm and plan to linger for an afternoon of fellowship, food, and lawn games. Invite 

friends. 

➢ June 19: York Revolution baseball game. Arrive at the stadium at 5:45 for the 6:30 

game start time. RSVP by June 7, so that we can purchase a block of tickets. The 

cost will be $11 per ticket. 

➢ August 1: Arrive at Guppy Gulch (95 Guppy Valley, Delta, PA 17314) by 9:15am for 

the group check-in. The water opens at 10am. RSVP by July 26. $27 for swimmers; 

$10 for non-swimmers. Guppy Gulch is recommended for guests 8 years old and 

older. Guests weighing less than 50 pounds should bring their own Coast Guard 

approved lifejacket. Pack a lunch, snack, water, towel, and sunscreen. 

➢ August 28-30: Camping trip at Codorus State park. We typically book campsites in 

Loop C, as close to site 88 as you can get. Please go here to reserve your family's 

site. https://pennsylvaniastateparks.reserveamerica.com/camping/codorus-state-

park/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=PA&parkId=880316. Everyone from 

New Life is invited to a potluck meal on Saturday. 

❖ Summer Sunday School Class: From June 7 through August 23, the summer Sunday 

school class will be a Bible study of 1 John. Youth are invited to attend with their 

parents. 

❖ Servants Faith Beyond the Pews work week 2026: Servants’ annual Faith Beyond the 

Pews 2026 is happening June 8-12. Come help us practically serve our York neighbors 

through construction with opportunities to share the good news of Jesus!  Online 

registration is available at https://servants.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=104071 

or by selecting RSVP at https://www.servants.org/event-details/faith-beyond-the-

pews.  Signups can be for the whole week or for individual days. Sign-ups are open now 

through early May. Servants work camps begin with an info session and ice cream 

social at the host site on Sunday evening. Monday through Friday are work days. Each 

morning begins at the host site with breakfast, a devotional, lunch packing, and 

tool/material pickup before heading to the assigned work sites. After serving for the 

day, teams return to the host site for dinner and a debrief where God-sightings from 

https://pennsylvaniastateparks.reserveamerica.com/camping/codorus-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=PA&parkId=880316
https://pennsylvaniastateparks.reserveamerica.com/camping/codorus-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=PA&parkId=880316
https://servants.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=104071%20
https://www.servants.org/event-details/faith-beyond-the-pews
https://www.servants.org/event-details/faith-beyond-the-pews
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the day are shared.  On Friday evening there is a celebration dinner and all volunteers 

and homeowners we worked with during the week are invited. 

Other ways to help: New Life’s Mercy Team coordinates a taco dinner on Thurs. June 

11 to serve to all the hungry workers at 5pm.  We need help serving dinner and also 

baking and providing desserts. Please see signup sheets in the church foyer or reach 

out to Kiel Reese, Susette Grim, or Barbara Henry. 

❖ Vacation Bible School: Mark your calendars for NLPC's Vacation Bible School the week 

of July 20-24th. If you are interested in volunteering or have questions, please contact 

Catherine Kloetzli. 
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Groups for Fellowship and Growth 
 

Christian Education: Youth and Children’s classes: Pre-K through 1st meets in classroom 5, 
2nd-4th meets in classroom 4, 5-8th meets in classroom 3, and 9-12th meets in classroom 1. 
Two adult classes: one studying Ezra and Nehemiah and meeting in the Aquarium room 
and the other studying the theology of idolatry and meeting in Classroom 2. 
 

Women’s Bible Study: All women of the church and their friends are welcome to attend a 
10-week study, James: Walking in Wisdom, by Lydia Brownback, beginning Tues. March 
10.  Group meetings occur in the church Aquarium Room on Tuesdays 9:30–11am, or on 
Zoom in the evenings from 7– 8:15pm. Please contact Marlene Spark for details. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study:  Interested in discussing the upcoming sermon text? Join 
us at New Life in Classroom 1 at 9am. 
 

Moms+: Women, please join us at the church on Wednesday mornings from 9-11am. 

Childcare and Bible classes for your kids are also provided. 
 

Music and Sound: Help out with worship on Sundays by joining the music and/or sound 
team. Contact Jenn Ryan at jenn@newlifeyorkpca.com. 
 

Youth Group: Please contact the church office for information. 
 

Prayer Small Group: NLPC has two ongoing opportunities dedicated to prayer. In the 
midday, prayer meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 11am-12pm in classroom 1.  In 
the evenings, prayer meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 7-8pm in classroom 3.  
Sherry Rishel is the point of contact. 
 

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF): Contact Elder Will Pope with questions.  
 

Discipleship Groups:  Same-gender groups meet to encourage each other to follow Jesus as 
we walk with each other.  Please contact Pastor Erik to join a group. 
 

Community Groups: Designed to be a microcosm of the church, this is an intergenerational 
home-gathering for fellowship, food, Bible study, (singing), and prayer. We meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6-7:30pm. See Pastor Erik if you would like to join  
a group.  

 

 

 

mailto:jenn@newlifeyorkpca.com?subject=Music%20and%20Sound%20ministry

