
1 
 

New Life  

Presbyterian Church 
 

Embrace God’s Beauty 

Extend God’s Love 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve 2025 



2 
 

Reflection: 
 

Let the just rejoice, 
for their justifier is born. 
Let the sick and infirm rejoice, 
For their savior is born. 
Let the captives rejoice, 
For their Redeemer is born. 
Let slaves rejoice, 
for their Master is born. 
Let free men rejoice, 
For their Liberator is born. 
Let All Christians rejoice, 
For Jesus Christ is born.  
  --  Augustine of Hippo 
 

Prelude 
 
Welcome              Rev. Erik Swanson 
 
Call to Worship: 
 

Minister: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he  
  is pleased! 
 

Bidding and Prayer of Adoration 
 

Minister:    The Peace of Christ be with you all.  
People:   The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

 
 All: Lord God 
   we praise you for creating man, 
   and still more for restoring him in Christ. 
   Your Son shared our weakness: 
   may we share his glory, 
   for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Carol: “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
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First Lesson:                  Carol Rohrbaugh 
 
 Genesis 3:15 
 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
 hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. 
 
 Genesis 49:10 
 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
 until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
 
 Numbers 24:17 
 I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, 
 and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the forehead of Moab and break 
 down all the sons of Sheth.  
 
Second Lesson:              Sam Trout  
 
 Psalm 72                
 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! May he 
 judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! Let the mountains 
 bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! May he defend the 
 cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of the needy, and 
 crush the oppressor! 
 May they fear you while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 
 generations! May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that 
 water the earth! In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the 
 moon be no more!  
 May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth! 
 May desert tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! May the 
 kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba 
 and Seba bring gifts! May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 
 For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who has no helper. He has 
 pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. From oppression 
 and violence he redeems their life, and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 Long may he live; may gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be made for him 
 continually, and blessings invoked for him all the day! May there be abundance of 
 grain in the land; on the tops of the mountains may it wave; may its fruit be like 
 Lebanon; and may people blossom in the cities like the grass of the field! May his 
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 name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun! May people be blessed in 
 him, all nations call him blessed! 
 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed 
 be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and 
 Amen! 
 The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended. 
 
Carol: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
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Third Lesson           Hannah Reese 
 
 Isaiah 42:1-10a 
 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 
 put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry 
 aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not 
 break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
 justice. He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the 
 earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 
 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
 spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it 
     and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the LORD; I have called you in 
 righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 
 covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 
 bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
 carved idols. Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
 declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

 Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth. 
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Carol: “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 
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Fourth Lesson         Mark Deckard 
 
 Isaiah 59:1-2, 15b-21 
 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it 
 cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 
 and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear…. 
 The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there 
 was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; then his own arm 
 brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him. He put on righteousness 
 as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head; he put on garments of 
 vengeance for clothing, and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak. According to their 
 deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his enemies; to the 
 coastlands he will render repayment. So they shall fear the name of the LORD from 
 the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun; for he will come like a rushing 
 stream, which the wind of the LORD drives. 
 “And a Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” 
 declares the LORD. 
 “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD: “My Spirit that is 
 upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your 
 mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of your children's 
 offspring,” says the LORD, “from this time forth and forevermore.” 
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Carol: “Manger Throne” 
 
Verse 1 
You could have stepped into creation 
With fire for all to see 
Brought every tribe and nation to their 
knees 
Arriving with the host of heaven 
In royal robe and crown 
The rulers of the earth all bowing down 
 
Pre-Chorus 
But You chose meekness over majesty 
Wrapped Your power in humanity 
 
Chorus 
Glory be to You alone 
King who reigns from a manger throne 
My life my praise everything I own 
To Jesus the King on a manger throne 
 
Verse 2 
You could have marched in all Your 
glory 
Into the heart of Rome 
Showed them splendor like they’d never 
known 
But You wrote a better story 
In humble Bethlehem 
Creator in the arms of common men 
 
Pre-Chorus 
You will die for our redemption 
And You’ll rise so we can live 

Chorus 
Glory be to You alone 
King who reigns from a manger throne 
My life my praise everything I own 
To Jesus the King on a manger throne 
 
Bridge 
From heaven to the cradle 
From cradle to the cross 
Let heaven and nature sing 
This is our King 
But the grave couldn’t hold Him 
Our God has overcome 
Let heaven and nature sing 
This is our King 
(REPEAT) 
 
All hail the King 
All hail the King 
All hail the King 
 
Chorus  
Glory be to You alone 
King who reigns from a manger throne 
My life my praise everything I own 
To Jesus the King on a manger throne 
 
Ending 
My life my praise everything I own 
To Jesus the King on a manger throne 
To Jesus the King on a manger throne 
 
“Manger Throne” words and music by Jonathan Smith, Phil 
Wickham, Tony Wood 
© Mike Curb Music; Tony Wood Songs; Be Essential 
Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music; Phil Wickham Music; 
Simply Global Songs 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Advent Liturgy            Ray & Renee Henry 
 
 Reader:  Our Father, tonight we reflect that through Mary you brought about the birth of 
 your son as both fully God and fully man. Without the coming of Christ, we would not have 
 hope, peace, joy or love. Thank you that because of His coming, we can now experience all of 
 those through being united with Him. Amen. 
 
 (Lighting of all the Advent Candles) 
 
 Luke 1:41-50 
 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
 Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 
 “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is 
 this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, 
 when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
 joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
 spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
 Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now 
 on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things 
 for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from 
 generation to generation. 
 
 Congregational Prayer 
 Our God, we rejoice in our Savior, Christ, who became fully man to bring us 
 deliverance and justification from sin. We rejoice that in Christ we can 
 experience certain hope, true peace, real joy and supernatural love. May we be 
 your witnesses of all this and your ambassadors of your reconciliation to the 
 world around us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Carol: “O Holy Night” 
 
Verse 1 
O holy night the stars are brightly 
shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error 
pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its 
worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious 
morn 
 
Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
O night O holy night 
O night divine 
 

Verse 2 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break for the slave is 
our brother 
And in His name all oppression shall 
cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus 
raise we 
Let all within us praise His holy name 
 
Christ is the Lord 
O praise His name forever 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
 
Christ is the Lord 
O praise His name forever 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
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Fifth Lesson                Lucy Kieru 
 
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
 pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 
 pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the 
 law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
 her quietly. 
  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
 and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
 because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, 
 and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from  
 their sins.” 
 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 
 will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 
 “God with us”). 
 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
 took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she 
 gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
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Carol: “What Child Is This?” 
 

 
 
Sixth Lesson              Rev. Justin Kleiner 
 
 Luke 2:1-20 
 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
 entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
 governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
 the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went 
 there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
 expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
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 she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
 manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
 flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
 shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
 afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 
 the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
 will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
 God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those 
 on whom his favor rests.” 
 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
 another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
 the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and 
 Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the 
 saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it 
 wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, 
 pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
 God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.   
 
Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
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Seventh Lesson              Connie Kay 
 
 John 1:1-14 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
 God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
 without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
 the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
 overcome it. 
 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
 testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was 
 not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the 
 world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 
 him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all 
 who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
 children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
 husband’s will, but born of God. 
  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
 the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Candle Lighting: “A Christmas Alleluia”      Worship Team 
 
 Alleluia alleluia 
 Christ the Savior of the world 
 He has come 
 Alleluia alleluia 
 To the highest name of all 
 Alleluia 

“A Christmas Alleluia” words and music by Chris Tomlin, Jonas Myrin 
© 2015 Capitol CMG Paragon; S. D. G. Publishing; Son of the Lion; Twelve Lions Music; Worship Together Music 

Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Carol: “Silent Night” 
 

 
 
Benediction 
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Carol: “Joy to the World” 
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Groups for Fellowship and Growth 
 

Christian Education: Youth and Children’s classes: Pre-K through 1st meets in classroom 
5, 2nd-4th meets in classroom 4, 5-8th meets in classroom 3, and 9-12th meets in 
classroom 1. 
Two adult classes: one studying 2 Corinthians and meeting in the Aquarium room and 
the other studying Job and meeting in Classroom 2. 
 

Women’s Bible Study: Our fall session has ended. Stay tuned for details on the spring 
study. Contact Marlene Spark with questions. (717-676-8385) 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study:  Interested in discussing the upcoming sermon text? 
Join us at New Life in Classroom 1 at 9am. 
 

Moms+: Women, please join us at the church on Wednesday mornings from 9-11am. 

Childcare and Bible classes for your kids are also provided. 
 

Men’s Breakfast is in transition. Stay tuned for details. 
 

Youth Group: Please contact the church office for information. 
 

Prayer Small Group: NLPC has two ongoing opportunities dedicated to prayer. In the 
midday, prayer meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 11am-12pm in classroom 1.  In 
the evenings, prayer meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 7-8pm in the 
classroom 3.  Sherry Rishel is the point of contact (717-659-7737). 
 

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF): Contact Elder Will Pope (willpope.pa@gmail.com)  
with questions.  
 

Discipleship Groups:  Same-gender groups meet to encourage each other to follow 
Jesus as we walk with each other.  Please contact Pastor Erik to join a group. 
 

Community Groups: Designed to be a microcosm of the church, this is an 
intergenerational home-gathering for fellowship, food, Bible study, (singing), and 
prayer. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6-7:30pm. See Pastor 
Erik if you would like to join a group. 
 
 
 

  

mailto:willpope.pa@gmail.com?subject=Bible%20Study%20Fellowship
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New Life Presbyterian Church Vision, Mission, and Core Values 
 

Vision:  To see York and beyond embrace God’s beauty and extend God’s love. 
   
Mission: To receive the grace of God, to give glory to God,  

and to follow the Word of God. 
  
Core Values:  

● His Voice:  While God speaks through creation, God speaks directly in the  
Word of God. Therefore, we receive and obey God’s Word.   

● His Plan:  Because God is love, God is on a mission to save. We seek to  
follow Him in His mission. 

● His Grace:  The good news for sinners is that Jesus saves by grace. Through  
faith, we believe in Christ and grow in Christ. 

● His Power:  Only God has power to save and to sustain His people. We  
   depend on the Holy Spirit.  

● His People: In Christ, the church is made one. In the midst of both unity and  
diversity, we must love one another.  

● His Gifts:  Creation, redemption, and the ability to serve are gifts from  
God. The entire church should be equipped and empowered to  
serve gratefully. 

● His Timing: All things are in God’s hands; therefore, we trust in His ways.  

 

For more information, please visit: http://www.newlifeyorkpca.com/about-us.html 

 

New Life Presbyterian Church, (717) 855-2360 
970 Cape Horn Rd, York PA 17402 

admin@newlifeyorkpca.com  
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