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Welcome to New Life Presbyterian Church 

 
 
Dear Visitor, 
 

Welcome! It is a joy and privilege to gather this morning to worship God together. 
Here at New Life, we are a small part of the worldwide, multi-ethnic, multi-generational, 
multi-cultural body of Christ. Although we are Presbyterian and Reformed, our identity is 
found not in what makes us distinct, but in what makes us united: we belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is not only our Maker; He is our Savior.  If you have put your hope and trust 
in Him, we welcome you as a brother or sister. It is in Him that we have New Life!  
 

If you are here this morning and do not know what you think about Jesus, or about 
the claims of the Bible, we are delighted that you have chosen to join us for the morning. 
We hope and trust that you will experience a warm welcome, regardless of your religious 
convictions. We are a community of those who have experienced the embrace of God, 
through Jesus Christ. It is our goal to show that love to all who are around us. Please know 
that I personally would welcome your thoughts and perspectives on anything you observe 
this morning. 
  
May the grace and peace of Christ be with you all! 
 
Joyfully, 
 
Pastor Erik Swanson 
 
 
P.S.  Jesus welcomed children in worship, and so do we! Having said that, here are some                       

additional options for parents: 
+ There is a staffed nursery, off the fellowship hall, for children ages 0-4. 
+ A private “nursing moms” alcove is available in the nursery. 
+ Classroom 1 is a “Wiggle Room” for parents who desire a place to temporarily be 

with their young ones while still being able to watch the livestream. 
 
 
 
Please be aware that we livestream our services. 
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Worshiping God 
May 4, 2025 

 
Reflection  
 

Masquerade! 
Paper faces on parade! 
Masquerade! 
Hide your face, 
so the world will 
never find you! 
Masquerade! 
- Andrew Lloyd Webber 

 
Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness  
without which no one will see the Lord.   – Hebrews 12:14 

 
Welcome and Announcements              Pastor Erik Swanson
 
Prelude 

 
Call to Worship – from Psalm 118          Elder Wayne Blanding
           

Minister: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good and his love endures forever. 
All:  Let those who fear the LORD say “His love endures forever.”  
Minister:  The LORD is our strength and our song; he has become our salvation. 
All:  I will give you thanks, for you answered me;  
  you have become my salvation.  
Minister:  The LORD is God, and he has made his light shine upon us.  
All:  You are our God, and we will give you thanks: you are our God,  
  and we will exalt you. 

 
Prayer of Praise
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Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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Affirmation of Faith – Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer 1 
 

 Q. What is your only comfort in life and death? 
 A. That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to 

my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious 
blood, and has set me free from all the power of the devil. He also preserves me 
in such a way that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from 
my head; indeed, all things must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by his 
Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and 
ready from now on to live for him.  

 
Scripture Reading – Romans 12:9-21                                           Connie Kay 

  

 Minister: This is the word of the LORD.   
 All:   Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer of Confession  
 

 Father, you have called us to follow you and live counter-cultural lives. You have 
 called us to let you shape our dreams, our goals, our desires and our hearts.   
 But, Father, we come to you this morning confessing that we have allowed our world 
 to shape us instead of you. 
 Where you desire us to serve, we have at times sought to be served. 
     Where you desire us to sacrifice, we have at times pursued comfort. 
     Where you have sought us to engage, we have at times remained aloof. 
    Where you have sought us as your children, we have at times lived as orphans. 
 Forgive us for our refusal to follow you. Grant that we would see the richness of 
 pilgrimage with you and pursue you with our whole hearts. We pray in Jesus’ name, 
 Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness – 1 John 1:9 
 

 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 
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How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

“How Deep The Father’s Love For Us” words and music by Stuart Townend 
© 1995 Thankyou Music 

Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Prayers of the People 
 
Ministry Moment             
     
Offering 
The offering allows friends and members of our church to express their faith in God’s Word, and to support 
the extension of that Word in our community and in the world. 

Doxology: 
 Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here, below. 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Scripture – Luke 17:1-19 
 

 And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one 
through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck 
and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Pay 
attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if 
he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you 
must forgive him.” 
 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith 
like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 
the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has 
come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, 
‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward 
you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was 
commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” 
 11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he 
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, 
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he 
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at 
Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except 
this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
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Sermon: We Are Unworthy Servants; We Have Only Done What Is Our Duty         
         Pastor Erik Swanson 

Series: Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem 
Sermon Notes 
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Celebration of the LORD’s Supper 
New Life Church invites all baptized Christians who are members of Christ’s church to join us in this feast of 
bread and wine. The inner circle of cups contains red wine and the outer circle of cups contains white grape 
juice. If you are unable to consume wheat, gluten-free crackers are available.  

 
Prayer  
 
Words of Institution – from I Corinthians 11 

 

Minister:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All:   Christ has died. 

        Christ is risen. 
        Christ will come again. 
 
Communing Together 
The elders and deacons will serve you in your seats. Please hold the elements so that we can partake together 
after all have been served. Use the extra time during communion for prayer and reflection. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Cornerstone 
 

Verse 1 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name 
(REPEAT) 
 
Chorus 
Christ alone cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 
Through the storm He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 
Verse 2 
When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 

Chorus 
Christ alone cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 
Through the storm He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 
Verse 3 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless stand before the throne 
 
Chorus  
Christ alone cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 
Through the storm He is Lord 
Lord of all 
(REPEAT) 
 
“Cornerstone” words and music by Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, 
Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan, Willam Batchelder Bradbury 
© 2011 Hillsong MP Songs, Hillsong Music Publishing Australia, 
Hillsong Music Publishing UK 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 

 
Benediction – Numbers 6:24-26 

 

 The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 
The Sending 

 

 Minister:  Go in peace, to love and serve the LORD. 
 All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
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This Week at New Life 
 

Date Time Event Location 

Sun. 5/4 9:00 am Sunday School for All Ages Classrooms 

Sun. 5/4 10:00 am Corporate Worship Sanctuary 

Sun. 5/4 11:30 am Giant cards for sale Foyer 

Sun. 5/4 11:30 am Photo-Taking Classroom 3 

Sun. 5/4 11:45 am VBS Planning Meeting Aquarium 

Sun. 5/4 6:00 pm Community Groups Members’ Homes 

Tu. 5/6 7:00 pm Zoom Women’s Bible Study Zoom 

W. 5/7 9:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study Classroom 1 

W. 5/7 9:45 am Moms + Classroom 2 

W. 5/7 6:00 pm SILVERS Committee Meeting Classroom 4 

W. 5/7 7:00 pm Youth Discipleship Classroom 1 

W. 5/7 7:00 pm Music Team Rehearsal Sanctuary 

W. 5/7 7:00 pm Prayer Meeting Classroom 3 

Th. 5/8 9:30 am Women’s In-Person Bible Study Aquarium 

F. 5/9 7:30 pm Movie Night New Life Lawn 

Sun. 5/11 9:00 am Sunday School for All Ages Classrooms 

Sun. 5/11 10:00 am Corporate Worship Sanctuary 

Sun. 5/11 11:30 am Second Sunday Lunch Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 5/11 12:00 pm Young Adult Bible Study Classroom 1 

 

Church Financial Summary  
 

Category Budget Actual 

Year to Date 2025 $140,576.91 $161,078.55 

Week of 4/27/25 $8,269.23 $23,553.05 
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Announcements (page 1 of 2) 
 

❖ Refreshments: The volunteer schedule for April-June has been posted in the foyer. 
Please consider signing up one Sunday to provide refreshments. Feel free to ask a 
friend or your discipleship group to sign up with you; and please feel free to keep it 
simple. 

❖ Volunteers Needed for Mowing Team: If interested, please contact Deacon Steve 

Harman or the office. 

❖ Photo-Taking for Spring Directory: It is almost time for our new spring photo directory. 

New Life member Charles Fox will be in Classroom 3 after the Sunday service TODAY 

Sun. May 4 with his photography equipment for those who would like their picture 

taken. Alternatively, you may submit your own photo to kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com.  

❖ Vacation Bible School Planning Meeting: We would love your help for VBS this year! If 

interested, please meet in the Aquarium at 11:45 am TODAY Sun. May 4 for a planning 

meeting. 

❖ Congregational Meeting: Please mark your calendars for a congregational meeting on 

Sun. May 18 at 11:45 am. The purpose of the meeting is for the congregational election 

on the slate of eligible candidates for deacon and elder. Please take a bio sheet on the 

candidates from the foyer. These men have been through a training class and have 

been examined by the elders, as required by our Book of Church Order (BCO, Chapter 

24). Candidates for Deacon: Ed Feeney, Dan Paules, Roger Kay, Ray Henry. Candidate 

for Elder: Brian Fitz. 
❖ Associate Pastor Candidating Weekend: Pastor Steve Schaper and his family will be 

here from Fri. May 30 through Sun. June 1! Both a biography from Pastor Steve and a 

recommendation from the search team are available to take from the foyer table. 

Please keep either that Friday or Saturday evening available in your calendar for a Meet 

& Greet time. Pastor Steve will be preaching Sunday morning, and a Question & 

Answer time in the sanctuary will follow our time of fellowship. The following Sun. June 

8, we will hold a congregational meeting after worship to vote on his candidacy. 
 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com?subject=Spring%20directory%20photo
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Announcements (page 2 of 2) 
 

❖ Servants Work Week: June 2-6, 2025: Servants summer work camps are week-long 

mission opportunities in York County that focus on residential home repair for people 

in need. We spend the week serving Christ through serving others – building 

relationships with our homeowners and each other; transforming lives through 

meeting physical, spiritual, and emotional needs; and providing hope to their 

community. Projects range from painting, yard work, bathroom modifications, and 

wheelchair ramps. Sign-up sheets are available in the foyer to: 

+ Help serve dinner to the workers on Thurs. June 5 at 5pm at Chapel Church, and/or 

+ Provide dessert for the meal on Thurs. June 5, and/or 

+ New Life will work together as a group(s), but individual registration is necessary. 

Half and full-day work available. Register at servants.org/events – Sat. May 10 is 

the deadline for registration. 

❖ Save the Date: Women, please mark your calendars for the "Women in the Word" 

workshop in Philadelphia, Fri. Oct. 17 – Sat. Oct. 18 

(womeninthewordworkshop.org/workshop-2025/). More details TBA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.servants.org/events
https://womeninthewordworkshop.org/workshop-2025/


 

15 
 

Groups for Fellowship and Growth 
 

Christian Education: Youth and Children’s classes: Pre-K through 1st meets in classroom 5, 
2nd-4th meets in classroom 4, 5-8th meets in classroom 3, and 9-12th meets in classroom 1. 
Two adult classes: one studying 1 Samuel and meeting in the Aquarium room and the 
other studying the book Biblical Critical Theory and meeting in Classroom 2. 
 
Women’s Bible Study: We are studying Acts using Nancy Guthrie’s Saved: Experiencing the 
Promise of the Book of Acts. This is a 10-week study. Dates and Times: Thursdays 9:30-
11am at church beginning March 13, or Tuesdays 7-8:15pm on Zoom beginning March 
18. Please contact Marlene Spark or the office for details. 
 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study:  Interested in discussing the upcoming sermon text? Join 
us at New Life in Classroom 1 at 9am. 
 
Moms+: We meet every Wednesday from 9:45-11:45am. Contact Joy Swanson or the 

office with any questions. 

 

Men’s Breakfast:  Meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 7-8am in the fellowship hall. 
 
Youth Group: Please contact the church office for information. 
 
Prayer Small Group: We have two opportunities: The evening group meets on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm. Contact Sherry Rishel or the office. The daytime group 
meets every Thursday (except the Thursday that follows the Wednesday evening prayer 
group) at 11am. Contact Sue Rothermel or the office.  
 
Bible Study Fellowship (BSF): Contact Elder Will Pope or the office with questions. 
 
Discipleship Groups:  Same-gender groups meet to encourage each other to follow Jesus as 
we walk with each other.  Please contact Pastor Erik to join a group. 
 
Community Groups: Designed to be a microcosm of the church, this is an intergenerational 
home-gathering for fellowship, food, bible study, (singing), and prayer. We meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6-7:30pm. See Pastor Erik if you would like to join a 
group. 
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New Life Presbyterian Church Vision, Mission, and Core Values 
 

Vision:  To see York and beyond embrace God’s beauty and extend God’s love. 
   
Mission: To receive the grace of God, to give glory to God,  

and to follow the Word of God. 
  
Core Values:  

● His Voice:  While God speaks through creation, God speaks directly in the  
Word of God. Therefore, we receive and obey God’s Word.   

● His Plan:  Because God is love, God is on a mission to save. We seek to  
follow Him in His mission. 

● His Grace:  The good news for sinners is that Jesus saves by grace. Through  
faith, we believe in Christ and grow in Christ. 

● His Power:  Only God has power to save and to sustain His people. We depend  
on the Holy Spirit.  

● His People: In Christ, the church is made one. In the midst of both unity and  
diversity, we must love one another.  

● His Gifts:  Creation, redemption, and the ability to serve are gifts from  
God. The entire church should be equipped and empowered to  
serve gratefully. 

● His Timing: All things are in God’s hands; therefore, we trust in His ways.  

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit: http://www.newlifeyorkpca.com/about-us.html 
 

New Life Presbyterian Church, (717) 855-2360 
970 Cape Horn Rd, York PA 17402 

kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com  

http://www.newlifeyorkpca.com/about-us.html
mailto:kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com

