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Welcome to New Life Presbyterian Church 

 
 
Dear Visitor, 
 

Welcome! It is a joy and privilege to gather this morning to worship God together. 
Here at New Life, we are a small part of the worldwide, multi-ethnic, multi-generational, 
multi-cultural body of Christ. Although we are Presbyterian and Reformed, our identity is 
found not in what makes us distinct, but in what makes us united: we belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is not only our Maker; He is our Savior.  If you have put your hope and trust 
in Him, we welcome you as a brother or sister. It is in Him that we have New Life!  
 

If you are here this evening and do not know what you think about Jesus, or about 
the claims of the Bible, we are delighted that you have chosen to join us for the evening. We 
hope and trust that you will experience a warm welcome, regardless of your religious 
convictions. We are a community of those who have experienced the embrace of God, 
through Jesus Christ. It is our goal to show that love to all who are around us. Please know 
that I personally would welcome your thoughts and perspectives on anything you observe 
this morning. 
  
May the grace and peace of Christ be with you all! 
 
 
Joyfully, 

 
Pastor Erik Swanson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be aware that we livestream our services. 
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Lessons & Carols Service 
December 24, 2024 

 
 
Prelude
 
Call to Worship               Pastor Erik Swanson
                         

“Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

Bidding and Prayer of Adoration 
  

Minister: The Peace of Christ be with you all.  
People: The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

 All:  Lord God 
   we praise you for creating man, 
   and still more for restoring him in Christ. 
   Your Son shared our weakness: 
   may we share his glory, 
   for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
   for ever and ever. 
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O Come All Ye Faithful 
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First Lesson:  Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:1-3            Erik Swanson 
 
 Genesis 3:15 
   And I will put enmity  
      between you and the woman,  
      and between your offspring and hers;  
      he will crush your head,  
      and you will strike his heel. 
 
 Genesis 12:1-3 
  Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your  
  father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great  
  nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a  
  blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
  and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
Second Lesson:  Deuteronomy 18:15-22                 Sue Vester 
 

 15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the LORD your God at 
Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of 
the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 And the LORD said to 
me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall 
speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak 
a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name 
of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we 
know the word that the LORD has not spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of 
the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that 
the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be 
afraid of him. 
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O Come O Come Emmanuel 
 

 
 
Third Lesson:  Psalm 110                Peter Filkins 
 

 The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies 
your footstool.” 2 The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of 
your enemies! 3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy 
garments; from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek.” 5 The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day of 
his wrath. 6 He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with corpses; he 
will shatter chiefs over the wide earth. 7 He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore 
he will lift up his head. 
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Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
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Advent Liturgy                    Kay Family 
 

 Reader:  Let the just rejoice, for their justifier is born. Let the sick and infirm rejoice, For 
their savior is born. Let the captives rejoice, For their Redeemer is born. Let slaves 
rejoice, for their Master is born. Let free men rejoice, For their Liberator is born. Let All 
Christians rejoice, For Jesus Christ is born. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 
 Scripture: Titus 2:11-14 
 

 11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to 
say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, 
eager to do what is good. 

 
 Congregational Prayer: 
 

 Eternal God, this joyful night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light. May 
that light illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and deeds. May the hope, the 
peace, the joy, and the love represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill our lives and 
become part of all that we say and do. May we share the divine life of your son Jesus 
Christ, even as he humbled himself to share our humanity. We are thankful for the 
true gift of Christmas, your Son. Amen. 

 
Fourth Lesson:  Micah 5:2-5a         Sue Ann Randall 
 

 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth 
is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of 
Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty 
of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to 
the ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace.  
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Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Fifth Lesson:  Matthew 1:18-25          Barry Francisco 
 

 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with 
us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave 
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
Special Music: The First Noel         Tim Ryan 
 

 The first Noel the angel did say 
 Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
 In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
 On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
 Noel Noel Noel Noel 
 Born is the King of Israel 
 

 Then let us all with one accord 
 Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
 That hath made heaven and earth from naught 
 And with his blood mankind hath bought 
 Noel Noel Noel Noel 
 Born is the King of Israel 
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What Child Is This? 

 
 

Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7         Wayne Blanding 
  

 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-20             Ellen Metzger 
   

 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
  14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 
been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
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Eighth Lesson:  John 1:1-14      
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There 
was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Candle Lighting: A Christmas Alleluia           Worship Team 
 

Alleluia alleluia 
Christ the Savior of the world 
He has come 
Alleluia alleluia 
To the highest name of all 
Alleluia 

 
 “A Christmas Alleluia” words and music by Chris Tomlin, Jonas Myrin 
 © 2015 Capitol CMG Paragon; S. D. G. Publishing; Son of the Lion; Twelve Lions Music; Worship Together Music 
 Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Silent Night 

 
 

Benediction 
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Joy to the World 
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New Life Presbyterian Church Vision, Mission, and Core Values 

 

Vision:  To see York and beyond embrace God’s beauty and extend God’s love. 
   
Mission: To receive the grace of God, to give glory to God,  

and to follow the Word of God. 
  
Core Values:  

● His Voice:  While God speaks through creation, God speaks directly in the  
Word of God. Therefore, we receive and obey God’s Word.   

● His Plan:  Because God is love, God is on a mission to save. We seek to  
follow Him in His mission. 

● His Grace:  The good news for sinners is that Jesus saves by grace. Through  
faith, we believe in Christ and grow in Christ. 

● His Power:  Only God has power to save and to sustain His people. We depend  
on the Holy Spirit.  

● His People: In Christ, the church is made one. In the midst of both unity and  
diversity, we must love one another.  

● His Gifts:  Creation, redemption, and the ability to serve are gifts from  
God. The entire church should be equipped and empowered to  
serve gratefully. 

● His Timing: All things are in God’s hands; therefore, we trust in His ways.  

 

 

 

For more information, please visit: http://www.newlifeyorkpca.com/about-us.html 
 

New Life Presbyterian Church, (717) 855-2360 
970 Cape Horn Rd, York PA 17402 

kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com
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