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Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
6:30pm, March 29th 2024 

 
The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” has been practiced by the 
church since medieval times. Today we join Christians of many generations throughout 
the world in using the Tenebrae format. Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s 

suffering and death, for us and for our salvation. 
 

Welcome! 
 A special welcome to our brothers and sisters from Canadochly Evangelical & 
 Reformed Church. We are delighted to gather together jointly to worship our 
 crucified and risen Lord! 
 
Reflections: 
 

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee 
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so; 
For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow 
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 
From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, 
Much pleasure; then from thee much more must flow, 
And soonest our best men with thee do go, 
Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery. 
Thou art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men, 
And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell, 
And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well 
And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then? 
One short sleep past, we wake eternally 
And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.   

- John Donne 
 
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us,  
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 

- The Apostle John 
 
 
Welcome           Pastor Erik Swanson 
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Congregational Song of Gathering - Come Ye Sinners 
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Call to Worship and Gathering Prayer - Psalm 16 
 
 Minister:  The light has come into the world, 
   and the world loved darkness rather than light. 
 People:  God sent the Son into the world, 
   not to condemn the world, 
   but that the world might be saved through him. 
 Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them unto the Lord. 
 
The Gospel Foretold – Genesis 3:15        Erik Swanson 
 
Song – Here I Am to Worship 
 
Verse 1 
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 
Chorus  
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 

Verse 2 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 
 
Chorus 
 
Bridge 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
 
Chorus 

 
“Here I Am To Worship” words and music by Tim Hughes 

© 2000 Thankyou Music 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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The Shadow of Betrayal – Luke 22:1-6            Sue Vester 
 
 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(First candle is extinguished) 
 
The Shadow of Anguish – Luke 22:39-46            Sid Martin 
 
 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(Second candle is extinguished) 
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Song – What Wondrous Love Is This? 
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The Shadow of Arrest – Luke 22:47-54a                 Bontivea Myles 
 
 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(Third candle is extinguished) 
 
The Shadow of Desertion and Denial – Luke 22:54b-62            Sue Ann Randall 
 
 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(Fourth candle is extinguished) 
 
Corporate Prayer of Confession – 
 
 Lord Jesus, like Peter, we have on occasion denied you; and like the other 
 disciples, we have at times forsaken you.  Yet you remain faithful to us unto 
 death, even death on a cross.  Thank you for your forgiveness and mercy. We 
 trust you, and we confess that we have not walked in full obedience and love. 
 Forgive us, we pray. And we ask that you strengthen us so that we do not turn 
 aside but follow you to the very end – for the final victory belongs to you.  
 Amen. 
 
Time of Silent Prayer and Confession 
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Song – Ah, Holy Jesus 
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The Shadow of Accusation – Luke 22:63-23:25     Mark Deckard 
 
 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(Fifth candle is extinguished) 
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Song – O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
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The Shadow of Crucifixion – Luke 23:26-43       Rev. Bill Baral 
 

 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(Sixth candle is extinguished) 
 
Song – Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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The Darkness of Death and Burial – Luke 23:44-56                Roxanne Malik 
 
 Reader: God showed his love for us in this: Christ died for us! 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

(Seventh candle is extinguished) 
 
Silent Meditation and Prayer 
 
 Solo – Were You There?               Jim Spark 
 
Closing Song 
 
 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small. 
 Love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
Dismissal 
 
 Leader:  May Jesus Christ, 
   who for our sake became obedient unto death, 
   even death on a cross, 
   keep you and strengthen you. 
 Congregation: Amen. 
 
Please depart the sanctuary in silence. 
 
At the close of the service, you are invited to the fellowship hall for a time of fellowship, 
if you so choose. You may also prefer to depart in silence and meditation. 
 
  


