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Welcome to New Life Presbyterian Church 
 
 
Dear Visitor, 
 

Welcome! It is a joy and privilege to gather this morning to worship God together. 
Here at New Life, we are a small part of the worldwide, multi-ethnic, multi-generational, 
multi-cultural body of Christ. Although we are Presbyterian and Reformed, our identity is 
found not in what makes us distinct, but in what makes us united: we belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is not only our Maker; He is our Savior.  If you have put your hope and trust 
in Him, we welcome you as a brother or sister. It is in Him that we have New Life!  
 

If you are here this morning and do not know what you think about Jesus, or about 
the claims of the Bible, we are delighted that you have chosen to join us for the morning. 
We hope and trust that you will experience a warm welcome, regardless of your religious 
convictions. We are a community of those who have experienced the embrace of God, 
through Jesus Christ. It is our goal to show that love to all who are around us. Please know 
that I personally would welcome your thoughts and perspectives on anything you observe 
this morning. 
  
May the grace and peace of Christ be with you all! 
 
 
Joyfully, 
 
 
Pastor Erik Swanson 
 
 
 
P.S. There is a staffed nursery, off the fellowship hall, for children ages 0-4.  
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Worshiping God 
May 21, 2023 

 
Reflection  
 

Cheap grace is the enemy of the church. It means forgiveness of sins proclaimed as 
a general truth ... an intellectual assent to that idea is held to be itself sufficient to 
secure remission of sins. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without 
requiring repentance ... grace without discipleship, grace without a cross ... Costly 
grace is the gospel [of the church] ... It is costly because it costs a man his life, and 
grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin 
and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God 
the life of his son...it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to 
pay for our life. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God ... When Christ calls a man, 
He bids him come and die. That is why the rich young man was so loath to follow 
Jesus, for the cost of his following was the death of his will. In fact, every command 
of Jesus is a call to die, with all our affections and lusts. — Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
Welcome and Announcements            Pastor Erik Swanson 

Prelude 
 
Call to Worship – Isaiah 61:10                  
                                             

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
    my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 
Prayer of Praise 
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Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
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Better Is One Day 
 

Verse 1 
How lovely is Your dwelling place 

O Lord almighty 
For my soul longs and even faints for You 

For here my heart is satisfied 
Within Your presence 

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 
 

Chorus  
Better is one day in Your courts 
Better is one day in Your house 
Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 
(Than thousands elsewhere) 

 

Verse 2 
One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 
To find You in the place 

Your glory dwells 
(REPEAT) 

 

Bridge 
My heart and flesh cry out 

For You the living God 
Your Spirit's water to my soul 

I've tasted and I've seen 
Come once again to me 
I will draw near to You 

I will draw near to You to You 
 

Bridge 
Better is one day better is one day 

Better is one day than thousands elsewhere 
Better is one day better is one day 

Better is one day than thousands elsewhere 
 

“Better Is One Day” words and music by Matt Redman 
© 1995 Thankyou Music 

Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Affirmation of Faith – Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 
Scripture Reading – Deuteronomy 7:6-11                              Sue Ann Randall 
 

Reader:   This is the word of the LORD.     
All:        Thanks be to God! 

 
Prayer of Confession  
 

O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to the world 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O merciful Father, for His sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness – Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.  
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Thy Mercy, My God 
 

Verse 1 
Thy mercy my God is the theme of my song 

The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue 
Thy free grace alone from the first to the last 

Hath won my affections and bound my soul fast 
 

Verse 2 
Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here 

Sin would reduce me to utter despair 
But through Thy free goodness my spirits revive 
And He that first made me still keeps me alive 

 
Verse 3 

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart 
Dissolved by Thy goodness I fall to the ground 
And weep for the praise of the mercy I found 

 
Verse 4 

Great Father of mercies Thy goodness I own 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son 
All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine 

Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine 
All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine 

Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine 
 

“Thy Mercy My God” words and music by John Stocker, Sandra McCracken 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: 2001 Integrity Worship Music, Paper News Publishing 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #2410623 
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Prayers of the People 
 
Missions Moment            Sue Rothermel
                           
Offering             
The offering allows friends and members of our church to express their faith in God’s Word, and to support 
the extension of that Word in our community and in the world. 

Doxology: 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here, below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Scripture – Romans 2:17-29 
 

But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and 
approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that 
you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the 
foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you 
then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you 
steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the 
law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” 

25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your 
circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of 
the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he who is 
physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and 
circumcision but break the law. 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
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Sermon: Redefining True Jewishness           Pastor Erik Swanson 
 

Sermon Notes 
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Celebration of the LORD’s Supper 
New Life Church invites all baptized Christians who are members of Christ’s church to join us in this feast of 
bread and wine. The inner circle of cups contains red wine and the outer circle of cups contains white grape 
juice. If you are unable to consume wheat, gluten-free crackers are available.  

 
Prayer  
 
Words of Institution – from I Corinthians 11 
 

Minister:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All:   Christ has died. 

        Christ has risen. 
        Christ will come again. 
 
Communing Together 
The elders and deacons will serve you in your seats. Please hold the elements so that we can partake together 
after all have been served. Use the extra time during communion for prayer and reflection. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving
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I Surrender All 
 

Verse 1 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 

I will ever love and trust Him 
In His presence daily live 

 
Chorus 

I surrender all 
I surrender all 

All to Thee my blessed Savior 
I surrender all 

 
Verse 2 

All to Jesus I surrender 
Make me Savior wholly Thine 

Let me feel the Holy Spirit 
Truly know that Thou art mine 

 
Verse 3 

All to Jesus I surrender 
Lord I give myself to Thee 

Fill me with Thy love and power 
Let Thy blessing fall on me 

 
Verse 4 

All to Jesus I surrender 
Now I feel the sacred flame 

O the joy of full salvation 
Glory glory to His name 
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Benediction – Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

The Sending: 
Minister:    Go in peace, to love and serve the LORD. 
All:            Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude 
 
*All songs are either public domain or licensed under CCLI #2410623. 
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This Week at New Life 

Date Time Event Location 

Sun. 5/21 9:00 am Sunday School Classrooms 

Sun. 5/21 10:00 am Corporate Worship Service Sanctuary 

Sun. 5/21 4:00 pm Spring Festival New Life 

W. 5/24 7:00 am Men’s Breakfast Fellowship Hall 

W. 5/24 9:00 am Moms’ Group Classroom 2 

W. 5/24 9:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study Classroom 1 

W. 5/24 7:00 pm Music Team Rehearsal Sanctuary 

Th. 5/25 11:00 am Prayer Meeting New Life Library 

Th. 5/25 7:00 pm Young Adult Gathering Swanson Home 

Sun. 5/28 9:00 am Sunday School Classrooms 

Sun. 5/28 10:00 am Corporate Worship Service Sanctuary 

 

Church Financial Summary 
Category Budget Actual 

Year to Date 2023 $101,923.00 $124,814.14 

Week of 5/14/23  $5,096.15 $4,601.67 

Building-Improvement Fund $27,000 $26,279.00 
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Announcements 
 

• Men’s Breakfast: Please note we have changed our location. We now meet at NLPC in 

the fellowship hall at 7am on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. Breakfast is 

provided. 

• Cleaning Teams: We need a few more cleaners! If you are interested in serving on this 

crew, please contact the office (kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com). 

• Spring Festival: In lieu of May’s second Sunday lunch, NLPC will be hosting a Spring 

Festival TODAY beginning at 4:00 pm.  Roast pork, hotdogs, and drink will be provided. 

Volunteers are needed to provide side dishes. See the sign-up sheet in the lobby. Note 

that there will be no post-church refreshments today. 

• Youth Group: On Sat. June 3, the youth group will meet at Freysville Park from 2:00-

4:00 pm to play basketball and volleyball. 

• Congregational Meeting: On May 5, the elders called for a Congregational meeting on 

June 4 at 11:45. The purpose of this meeting will be for a congregational vote on three 

candidates for the office of deacon: Dave Lomax, Dennis Tompkins, and Kiel Reese. 

•  Calling all NLPC children and youth/adult VBS helpers: After worship on Sundays June 

11, 25, and July 2, 9, 16, and 23, we will be having informal music rehearsals to learn 

the words and motions for the songs that will be used during our 2023 VBS. All NLPC 

children and VBS volunteers are invited to come to the sanctuary @ 11:30 am each 

Sunday to join us for about 30 minutes of singing, praying, and preparing for NLPC’s 

VBS. Knowing some of the songs ahead of time will help us all encourage our young 

visitors to join us in praising God in song during VBS. Also, parents please mark your 

calendars: NLPC students and youth VBS volunteers are invited to sing a song (or two!) 

in worship on Sun. July 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 
 

Groups for Fellowship and Growth 
 

Christian Education: Youth and adult Sunday School are offered during the 9:00 hour. 
 

Women’s Bible Study: We are on break until September.  For more information contact 
Marlene Spark. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study:  Interested in discussing the upcoming sermon text? Join 
us at New Life in the TV Room at 9:00 am. 
 

Moms’ Group: Women, join us as we read together Another Gospel? by Alisa Childers. We 

are discussing the movement of Progressive Christianity and how to biblically examine our 

faith and practice. The first half of our time together is spent visiting and praying. The 

second half is spent in reading and discussion. There are three different classes for children 

at the same time, so that your kids can learn and grow as well. We meet Wednesdays, 9-

11am, at church. 
 

Men’s Group:  Meets at New Life every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 7:00 am.  We are 
discussing Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Contact Rob Rothermel for details. 
 

Youth Group: Please contact the church office for information. 
 

Prayer Small Group: Join us in prayer at New Life on alternate Thursdays, beginning at 11 
am.  Contact Sue Rothermel. 
 

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF): BSF will begin again in September and will study the book of 
John. Contact Joe Heidler with questions. 
 

Discipleship Groups:  Same-gender groups meet to encourage each other to follow Jesus as 
we walk with each other.  Please contact Pastor Erik to join a group. 
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New Life Presbyterian Church Vision, Mission, and Core Values 
 

Vision:  To see York and beyond embrace God’s beauty and extend God’s love. 
   
Mission: To receive the grace of God, to give glory to God,  

and to follow the Word of God. 
  
Core Values:  

● His Voice:  While God speaks through creation, God speaks directly in the  
Word of God. Therefore, we receive and obey God’s Word.   

● His Plan:  Because God is love, God is on a mission to save. We seek to  
follow Him in His mission. 

● His Grace:  The good news for sinners is that Jesus saves by grace. Through  
faith, we believe in Christ and grow in Christ. 

● His Power:  Only God has power to save and to sustain His people. We depend  
on the Holy Spirit.  

● His People: In Christ, the church is made one. In the midst of both unity and  
diversity, we must love one another.  

● His Gifts:  Creation, redemption, and the ability to serve are gifts from  
God. The entire church should be equipped and empowered to  
serve gratefully. 

● His Timing: All things are in God’s hands; therefore, we trust in His ways.  

 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit: http://www.newlifeyorkpca.com/about-us.html 
 

New Life Presbyterian Church, (717) 855-2360 
970 Cape Horn Rd, York PA 17402 

kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com  

http://www.newlifeyorkpca.com/about-us.html
mailto:kelly@newlifeyorkpca.com

